and Anglo-American differences engendered by how best to bring about the re-integration of
Katanga.
An arguably neo-colonial role was played by both the main operating company, Union
Minière du Haut Katanga (UMHK) and by Tanganyika Concessions, the company that had originally provided some capital and respectability along with Société Générale de Belgique given the impending absorption of King Leopold's privately owned lands into the Belgian Congo state in 1908. In 1960 this situation was still reflected in the unique circumstances in which Western capitalism, predominantly European rather than North American, operated in the Congo. vi 6 The exceptionalism lay in the way the colonial Congo state was merged with private enterprise, and the link between concessionary companies, holding companies and those extracting the minerals from the concessions, . In effect when Leopold's fiefdom became part of the colonial state, private companies became partners with the colonial government and metropolitan institutions under arrangements which were still in place in 1960. These circumstances meant the financial benefits from the copper industry were more at risk with independence. Retaining conrol over their profits was facilitated by the secession of Katanga, and the fact that the economic levers of power had NOT been transferred to the independent government when it secured political power. the colonial government, agreed to dissolve the CSK and transfer one third of its assets to the CK leaving the other two thirds to go to the government of the Congo which was about to be led by Patrice Lumumba. This was contrary to the original plan of the minister in the Congo, Ganshof Van der Meersch, xii 12 who hoped to avoid appointing Lumumba as formateur if a coalition government failed to be put together. Thus with the Belgian troops assisting the Katangan secession to maintain the colonial economic relationships, the dissolved CSK assets, other than property, did not go to the legitimate Congo government and the dividends on these share assets were instead paid to the secessionary government of Katanga. subservient to the economic interests of Europeans. The reality was, as realised by the US government, that a substantial infrastructure and service provision had been belatedly financed by close to 1 billion dollars of debt to bondholders.21 Burdensome payments of the interest servicing these loans were to be incurred by the independent state not the colonial or Brussels governmentsunless agreemennts on the contentieux led to the witholding of the transfer of economic assets. The neo-colonial incentive would come from ensuring repayments of debt made by the independent government came not from the control of European assets in the Congo by a left wing democratically elected regime; nor from increased influence on company boards of directors resulting from the replacing of colonial government representatives with those of the new state; nor from the legitimate taxes on trade and industry which would soon be withheld from Leopoldville and paid to the Katangan government but from the independent government and its African subjects. These are the unmentionables associated with the the role of financial capital.
The second 'myth' relevant to neo-colonialism and the Cold War is that the Belgians intervened to restore law and order and protect Europeans threatened by disorders in the wake of the Congolese Army (ANC) mutiny at Thysville some 100 miles from Leopoldville. The mutiny had been resolved by Lumumba and Kasavubu with an agreement on 8 July -the day before the Belgians announced that additional troops would be sent to strengthen those in the bases at Kitona and Kamina (the latter of which was in Katanga). In addition the UK Foreign Office was informed that 300-400 Belgian troops had arrived in Elisabethville the day before Tshombe announced secession and 2 days before troops arrived in Leopoldville allegedly to deal with the disorders.
Hence rather than a specific cause producing an important policy, we have subsequently seen some intangible Cold War concepts, some of which (strategy/security) have been used as Cold
War justifications, allegedly producing a situation that influenced the end of colonial rule. In retrospect the specifics in the Congo have assumed the form of 'chaos', the spread of which to the Central African Federation allegedly had to be prevented because of the geo-strategic or geopolitical importance of Central Africa in the Cold War. By now the viable choices for the US were r becoming equally unacceptable , e how to portray and justify following a particular option was also problematic. ******************************************************************** 7 The details of asset transfers to the independent Congo became known as the contentieux to be discussed after independence essentially because the belated Belgian commitment to colonial development in the Congo had been financed by bondholders whose returns in the form of interest on that debt were to be paid for after independence , thus at the very least providing some Belgian leverage when or if asset transfers were discussed. 30 Lumumba's character and political beliefs were much discussed and not only in Washingtom. Initially Lumumba was not portrayed as a communist, and it was the disorders that were depicted as communist inspired but that interpretation was provided by the Belgian Foreign Office. The Americans, the further away they were from direct contact with or particular knowledge of the Congo eg members of the National Security Council as opposed to the The extent to which UMHK actively encouraged and promoted secession, as opposed to elements in the Belgian government encouraging UMHK to do so, is not easy to determine even from the information received by the Americans. There were benefits to both sides of painting the other as leading supporters of Tshombe and secession .The
